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Rick Morrissey on
the Special Olymplcs

“Big things
often start Iit-
tle, and given
the right
amount of nour-
ishment and
the proper care,
they grow. But nobody thought
Special Olympics would blossom
into what it is today, an interna-
tional movement involving 175
countries. It was supposed to be
a one-time deal, helped by a
$25,000 donation from Eunice
Kennedy Shriver and the Ken-
nedy Foundation.” sporTs

A special woman’s Special event

Chicagoan Anne Burke
saw potential in all kids

hat gave 23-year-old Anne

McGlone the big idea that

she could change the
world?

“Well, nobody told me I
couldn’'t,” said lllinois Supreme
Court Justice Anne Burke, nee
McGlone.

In truth, the goal was much
more modest back in 1968: To give
people with special needs the op-
portunity to compete athletically
and to show their families that
what had previously seemed im-
possible was more than possible. It
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was absolutely necessary.

Big things often start little, and
given the right amount of nourish-
ment and the proper care, they
grow. But nobody thought Special
Olympics would blossom inte what

it is today, an international move-
mént involving 175 countries.

It was supposed to be a one-time
deal, helped by a $25,000 donation
from Eunice Kennedy Shriver and
the Kennedy Foundation.

Burke was a physical education
instructor at West Pullinan Park
on the Southeast Side when two
Chicago Park District officials
asked her if she had any ideas
about further helping kids with
special needs.

“I said, ‘I don’t know. I'm 23
years old,’ ” she said. “All I could
think of was to put on a track
meet. So they asked me to come
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